
Promotion of LGBTIQ equality on an international level

•  Participation of the SOGIGESC Unit in a regional roundtable held in Nepal on                      
    Legal Gender Recognition as part of an MOU that HRID entered into with UNDP     
    in Asia.

•  The hosting of a two-day South Africa – European Union study visit focusing on legal 
    gender recognition and intersex provisions.

•  Participation of Minister Helena Dalli in a number of Human Rights Conferences advocating 
    for LGBTIQ equality, including in Vilnius, Vienna and Madrid.

•  A meeting focused on raising awareness of intersex rights was organised by Malta’s permanent 
    representation to the EU in collaboration with the German counterparts in October 2018.

LGBTIQ Civil Society
•  The LGBTIQ Consultative Council met on a quarterly basis throughout 
     the year.

•  MGRM continued to receive funding through a Public Social 
    Partnership with the government. Government also provided 
    financial support to Malta Pride activities in 2018 and 2019.

Other LGBTIQ Measures
•  In November 2018, the Malta Tourism Authority          
    (MTA) organised an LGBTI Tourism Conference.
•  The MTA set up stands at the ITB fair in Berlin 
    and the Pride Village in Vienna.

                                     As policy makers, we aim to improve the lives of our 
                             constituents, particularly the marginalised, but we also                              
          believe that respect for and recognition of human rights and       
    equality benefits all of society. The exchanges that we have had 
             with civil society have prompted us to go the extra mile with 
        confidence and to work relentlessly to eliminate all inequalities 
    in our society.

Hon. Edward Zammit Lewis 
Minister for European Affairs and Equality

Towards 100%: 
Advancing LGBTIQ 
equality nationally 
and globally

Over 100 referrals to the 
Gender Wellbeing Clinic

9 children adopted by 
same-sex couples

Training of 350 new 
recruits and 160 existing police 

officers on hate crime and hate speech

Over 100
student services 

professionals trained

Training of 70 staff 
working with the 
elderly

       The LGBTIQ Consultative Council provides a space for dialogue 
between LGBTIQ civil society and the Government of Malta. The Council 
has played and continues to play a crucial role by providing expert advice 
to the Government and monitoring the implementation of the National 
LGBTIQ Action Plan while ensuring a system of accountability towards 
LGBTIQ individuals and communities in Malta.

Ruth Baldacchino
                                      Member of the LGBTIQ Consultative Council

         The Malta Tourism Authority recognises the tourism 
opportunities arising from Malta’s leadership in terms of LGBTIQ 
freedoms and rights and continues to be active in promoting 
Malta extensively as a welcoming LGBTIQ destination. 

Leslie Vella 
                                                          Deputy to the CEO - MTA

         The Ministry for European Affairs and Equality has been 
backing Malta Pride for the past years, enabling us to organise 
more events throughout Pride Week that are of importance for 
the LGBTQ+  Community.

Clayton Mercieca
                                                Community Manager  - ARC

   

          Malta’s LGBTIQ rights 
interventions do not stop at 
home. As a country, we are 
driving this agenda abroad 
thanks to the activities, 
support and visibility provided 
by our embassies as well as 
our participation in various 
international fora.

Hon. Carmelo Abela 
Minister for Foreign 

  Affairs and Trade Promotion

MINISTRY FOR EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
AND EQUALITY



            Equality in Sport
A round-table hosted by the Ministry for 

European Affairs and Equality was held in 
collaboration with the Malta Football Association.

Freedom from Hatred
• 

Training for police officers is being offered 
through the police academy, on how to tackle 

reports and cases of hate crime and hate speech.

•  Training sessions were held with the tutors of the I Belong Programme’s Level II course.

•  The First Reading of the proposed Equality Bill and the Human Rights and Equality Commission Bill took place on the     
    17th of July.
•  An EU non-paper signed by 19 Member States, advocating for an EU Roadmap building on the Commission’s List of  
    Actions to Advance LGBTI Equality, was launched by Malta in December 2018.

Right to Equality and Freedom from Discrimination

•  The Social Care Standards Authority has amended a number of its forms to incorporate gender-neutral terms when  
    referring to adoptive parents.
•  Training sessions were organized targeting 70 staff in elderly care settings, to better cater for LGBTIQ clients.

•  The Gender Wellbeing Clinic (GWC) was set up in November 2018, based in Mtarfa. Prescriptions 
for free hormone treatments are now being provided and assessments for thoseseeking surgical 

and other interventions are currently being scheduled. The GWC also provides psychosocial 
support services including psychologist and family therapy sessions as well as voice therapy.

•  Following amendments to the Embryo Protection Act, protocols are now in 
    place to assure the provision of equal access to all reproductive health services 
    irrespective of an  individual’s SOGIGESC.

•  Currently Malta enjoys a well-established cooperation with Portugal, from where 
    intercountry adoptions for same-sex couples are available. 

Right to Private and Family Life

•  The Social Care Standards Authority has amended a number of its forms to incorporate 
    gender-neutral terms when referring to adoptive parents.

•  Meetings were held by the SOGIGESC Unit with the Refugee Commission, the Agency for the Welfare             
    of Asylum Seekers and UNHCR discussing how Malta could better support LGBTIQ asylum seekers. 

•  A proposed amendment to the Refugee Act, which would extend recognition of membership of a social
    group on the grounds of sex characteristics, was submitted to MHAS for consideration.

Right to Seek Asylum

   •  HIV self-testing kits are being provided and available to be bought from a number of   
           pharmacies around the island. In addition, five pharmacies are now providing 
   access to Pre-Exposure Prophylaxes (PrEP).

Right to Health
•  The Gender Wellbeing Clinic (GWC) was set up in November 2018, based in Mtarfa. Prescriptions       
      for free hormone treatments are now being provided and assessments for those seeking surgical 
          and other interventions are currently being scheduled. The GWC also provides psychosocial 
   support services including psychologist and family therapy sessions as well as voice therapy.

Right to Education
•  A series of training sessions held over a four-year period with the 
psychosocial teams of all ten colleges were concluded in 2019.

•  The SOGIGESC Unit participated in the delivery of a two-day training seminar 
coordinated by the Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society and MGRM attended 
by the psychosocial service teams of different Church schools.

•  In November 2018, the Minister for Education met with the Rainbow Family Network, an 
initiative of the MGRM and the Foundation for the Wellbeing of Society. The Minister conducted 
a follow-up meeting with a group of Trans youth in July 2019.

•  The Ministry for Education and Employment launched A National Inclusive Education Framework 
and A Policy on Inclusive Education in Schools. These provide guidance to educators, schools, parents, 
professionals and all other stakeholders in the journey towards quality inclusion in educational settings.
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           Realising that the elderly have more to their identity than simply age is 
essential. Through raising awareness, training professionals in the sector and 
diversifying opportunities for active ageing, the wellbeing of older persons is 
enhanced.    

Hon. Anthony Agius Decelis
        Parliamentary Secretary for Persons with Disability and Active Ageing

        Being an LGBTIQ+ activist in Tunisia, 
I suffered from persecution and 

threats. In addition, after seeking 
asylum I’m dealing with racism, 

discrimination, stigma and 
ignorance... but at least I 

can be how I am.

Mohamed Ali (Dali) 
Aguerbi 
Tunisian           
Migrant

          We need to work towards making our schools inclusive learning communities 
where everyone: students, educators and parents can be themselves and feel 
accepted for who they are. Talking to LGBTIQ students or children of LGBTIQ 
parents or LGBTIQ educators and hearing their painful narratives of how they 
feel excluded, I know that we still have a long way to go. To have a truly inclusive 
culture embracing diversity, mind sets and behaviour have to change.

Hon. Evarist Bartolo
                                                          Minister for Employment and Education

         Thanks to the PSP agreement with MFCS, 
the Rainbow Support Service is able to provide 
psycho-social support to members of the LGBTIQ 
community and their families. RSS also provides 
various safe social spaces through a number of 
activities aimed at different groupings within the 
community.
 Colette Farrugia Bennet                                               

Rainbow Support Services 

        In line with its Football for Life projects, the Malta Football 
Association has teamed up with the Ministry for European Affairs 
and Equality to launch Everyone’s Game, a campaign aimed at raising 
awareness about the inclusion and acceptance of LGBTIQ persons in 
sports. The initiatives included the use of rainbow-coloured laces and 
captain armbands in over 20 league matches in Malta and Gozo. This 
campaign, which was launched earlier this year, will continue during the 
2019-20 football season as part of our #GhalKulhadd programme.

Bjorn Vassallo
                                                                                  President - MFA

           One of the main issues I brought forward 
during the meeting was of when a PSCD teacher 
was talking against transgender people but I was 
not yet out. Hon. Bartolo highlighted the need 
to change rules and give a better educational 
understanding to teachers to respect all 
students.

Lee Giusti
                             18-year old Trans Youth

         As part of its commitment towards inclusive education, the Secretariat for 
Catholic Education collaborated with Rainbow Support Services to organise training 
for Heads of Church Schools and psychosocial professionals allocated to the different 
schools. Furthermore individual schools, supported by the Secretariat’s psychosocial 
team work with Rainbow Support Services in supporting individuals and their family in 
making their gender transition within the school community.
 Marjoe Abela 

                                                                              Secretariat for Catholic Education

         The launch of the Transgender healthcare policy last year was the first step towards 
the development of gender affirmative healthcare services in Malta to meet the needs of 
transgender persons. The second step was the opening of the Gender Wellbeing Clinic in 
Mtarfa. In addition, a specific strategy on HIV is being formulated with targeted actions on 
prevention, early diagnosis, early linkage to care and treatment.

                                      Hon. Chris Fearne 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Health

        The Trans community is very glad that after so many years, we can now benefit from a gender clinic. In previous years Trans people were 
left in limbo on how and where they could access the services they needed. Now the Trans community can enjoy a clinic which guides you 
through your journey, with a holistic approach, free of charge.
                                                         Alex Caruana

Gender Wellbeing Clinic Service User
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