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ABOUT US

• HRIU was set-up within HRD in 2021, following the re-
assignment of Ministry portfolios in January 2020.

• The Unit is responsible to lead the Government 
reforms on human trafficking, prostitution and 
substance abuse.
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ABOUT US

• It must be verified that the Human Rights Initiative 
Unit within the Human Rights Directorate does not 
provide any type of services to victims or potential 
victims of THB.  

• However, our unit performs the functions of an 
administrative body with reporting duties on the 
services offered by service providers, and on the 
progress made in the fight against Trafficking in 
Human Beings. 

• This is in accordance with article 19 and 20 of the Anti-
trafficking Directive.
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The Anti-Trafficking Directive
The Directive recognizes that Human Trafficking is both a crime and a gross violation of
fundamental human rights.

In the case of Rantsev v. Cyprus and Russia, the European Court of Human rights ruled that
trafficking in human beings, as defined in the UN Trafficking Protocol and the Council of
Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking, is prohibited by Article 4 of the convention
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms without any need to
determine whether it should be qualified as slavery, servitude or forced labour. (article 4 –
prohibition of slavery and forced labour).

As stated by the former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary Robinson,
“trafficking is a cause of human rights violations because it violates fundamental human
rights, such as the right to life, the right to dignity and security, the right to just and
favourable conditions of work, the right to health, the right to equality and the right to be
recognized as a person before the law. It is a consequence because it is rooted in poverty,
inequality and discrimination”.
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The Temporary Protection Directive has been 
activated (Council Directive 2001/55/EC)
The Directorate actively participates in various roundtables and events organized by
International organizations such as the European Commission, European Union National
Rapporteurs and Equivalent Mechanisms (NREM) Meetings, United National Special
Rapporteur, the Office of the Special Representative and Co-Ordinator for Combating
Trafficking in Human Beings (OSCE), the Group of Experts on Action Against Trafficking in
Human Beings and so on.

During the 22nd Alliance against Trafficking in Persons, (an OSCE Conference which took
place from the 4th till the 6th April), various important considerations were made especially in
view of the Ukrainian Crisis.

The temporary protection directive has been activated in view of the Ukrainian crisis. The
temporary protection is an exceptional measure to provide immediate and temporary
protection in the event of a mass influx or imminent mass influx of displace persons from
non-EU countries who are unable to return to their country of origin.
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A State Registration system must be in 
place 
In the past few months, more than one million refugees have been forced to flee Ukraine,
hundreds of which are children. Amongst those fleeing war, many are unaccompanied
minors or separated children who are considered high at risk of being trafficked. When
minors are moved across borders, the risks are multiplied.

States must offer safe spaces for children and families immediately following border
crossings, and link these to the national child protection systems. Every effort should be
made to reunify children with their families whenever possible, and if the reunification is in
the best interest of the child. It is critical that special measures are taken in the best interest
of the child involved.

It must be recalled that unaccompanied and separated children are particularly vulnerable,
and therefore their immediate needs and safety must be prioritized in the short term, while
medium to long term solutions are identified and based on the principle of the best interests
of the child.
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Further recommendations and issued 
raised:
 Victims, especially children, should not be afraid of retaliation and revictimization of the criminal justice

system.

 Women and children are particularly vulnerable thus they should be protected especially when it comes to
Ukrainian refugees.

 Those eligible for temporary protection would be eligible to stay in an EU country for at least one year (which
term may extended for a further period of six-monthly periods for a maximum of one year).

 We must identify victims and acknowledge survivors regardless of their disability, ethnicity, religion belief,
etc. We must thus uphold the principle of non-discrimination in all measures and policies concerning THB.
Indigenous groups, LGBTIQ community, disable persons, pertain to minority groups at high risk of being
trafficked. (During an intervention by the Canadian delegation it was noted that these categories of persons are
usually trafficked for sexual exploitation).

 We must thus shed more light on the victim’s stories and learn from their experiences.

 Victims must have access to protection mechanisms in accordance with their specific needs. (Therefore,
protection mechanisms must be tailored to the specific needs of each victim)
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Further recommendations and issued 
raised:
 The identification and detection of victims remains a key challenge – regular screening at border control which includes

knowledge and resources is recommended. Appropriate personnel, such as women at border points, was also
recommended. Understanding minorities at border control would enable appropriate screening in this area.
Implementing the right gender equality policies will also help us in the process of the identification of victims

 We must invest a lot in education. Educating people on the subject matter will raise awareness on the risks of
trafficking amongst the younger generations. This will ultimately serve a preventive measure.

 The importance of equal treatment – access to education and food are also very important. We must ensure access to
protection in the appropriate language and even in a culturally sensitive manner.

 Children are entitled to special protection. Displaced children separated from their families are the most at risk of
ending up victims of THB.

 Vagarious measures should be taken both offline, as well as online. (nationally this will surely require further research).

 Child protection agencies should be enforced with better cross border cooperation ensuring that children do not go
missing especially during armed conflicts.

 Safeguarding online child abuse remains a major concern.
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Information Sessions
Who?

National experts working in the field of THB – coming from the public sector, private sector and civil
society.

What?

A collaborative network to address cross-cutting issues on THB.

Why?

To raise common challenges, identify priorities for action and encourage implementation.

When?

May – December 2022
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Cooperation is key
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Private

Sector
Civil 

Society
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Setting the Agenda
Taking into account:

• Recommendations by GRETA and TIP

• The challenges identified through several 1-to-1 meetings held with you

• Research in the field & current context
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THANK YOU
Human Rights Initiatives Unit

humanrightsinitiatives@gov.mt

22263210


